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The purpose of the circulation project is to do some hands-on work with the ways that ideas—
in the form of talk, slogans, images, gestures, and so forth—circulate through publics, 
particularly those bound up with your local issues. The requirement for this project is simple: 
design some sort of informational artifact (broadly interpreted) relevant to your issue and send 
it on a journey through the city. From chalk to talk, what your circulation project actually 
ends up looking like will be different for each of you, which is where I come in: to help you 
dream up a project that moves some small portion of your issue through the places and 
publics of Pittsburgh. 
 
 
PROCEDURE & TIMELINE 
 

1. Between now and our last week before Spring Break, have an invention meeting with 
me to discuss possible approaches (both implementation and documentation) to your 
circulation project. You bring the ideas and possibility; I’ll bring the encouraging 
feedback. Note that this meeting is a mandatory part of this project; however, you may 
fold this meeting in with your mandatory midterm conference, which will happen 
sometime during Weeks 7–9. 

 
2. Following our meeting, implement your circulation project. Your circulation project 

must be designed to take place in the spaces (and among the bodies) of greater 
Pittsburgh, though where and to what breadth will be up to you. You may complement 
your on-the-ground circulation with the use of a digital tool for circulating ideas, like 
Twitter. 

 
3. Document your circulation. Depending on what your project looks like, 

documentation will happen at the same time as implementation; or, you might need to 
wait a certain amount of time for evidence of your circulation project to transpire. 
Either way, give yourself enough time to thoroughly implement and document your 
project by the deadline at the beginning of Week 12. 

 
4. The final iteration of your circulation project is due by class time on our blog on 

Monday, March 23. Your final implementation should be comprised of a major portion, 
if not all, of the documentation of your project in the process of circulation (photographs, 
video, a day-by-day journal, etc.) and a short reflection (approx. 500 words) on the 
process of composing, implementing, and documenting this project. Some questions 
you might discuss:  

 
• What were your goals for this project starting out, and what challenges did 

you run into when you began the process of implementing your project?  
• How is your circulation project shaped by or engaged with the particular 

affordances of Pittsburgh as a local place and a collection of local publics?  
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• Who was the ideal audience for your project? How did you strive to reach 
them?  

• Why did you choose this method to document your project?  
• How does your project participate in local, public discourse?  
• What challenges and affordances do physical, on-the-ground circulations of 

ideas pose compared to their digital counterparts? 
 
 
EVALUATION 
 
The circulation project is worth 5 points of your overall participation grade: this includes 
meeting with me to discuss the project; implementing the project; and documenting and 
reflecting upon the project on our blog by the specified deadline. I expect your projects to be 
thoughtful and experimental—daring! risky!—but I don’t expect this project to be all-
consuming (unless you want it to be). I will grade projects based on whether or not you have 
completed all four steps, and I will evaluate a project’s vision rather than its success—this isn’t 
about how many minds a project reaches and effectively changes (though if that were a lot that 
would be very cool), but about what you can dream up and put into action.  
 
 
FINE PRINT 
 
This probably goes without saying, but here are three good rules to go by as you implement 
and document your project: 1) Don’t circulate any personal information, including your 
address, phone number, or last name. 2) Don’t do anything that, you know, qualifies as 
vandalism or trespassing in the eyes of the powers that be. If you have a burning urge to 
become a graffiti artist, let’s talk about safe and legal alternatives. 3) Don’t implement 
anything that endangers your body or the bodies of others. Of course, if I have any concerns 
about the legality or safety of your project, I’ll discuss it with you during our invention 
meeting. 

 
 


