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For your first fully digital project this semester, you will experiment with video remix as a 
mode of composing that serves the public interest, particularly by making meaningful 
interventions in issue-related media produced by others. Unlike the other projects in this 
class, you will produce a new piece on your issue by combining—mashing up—found materials, 
materials (in this case, audio and video) authored by others that circulate in our digital public 
domains (like Youtube). Your task is to remix these found materials into a Public Service 
Announcement that presents some sort of coherent argument/message about your issue. 
 
 
TIMELINE 
 
Read about remix culture & new media: Wednesday, February 25 
View and discuss assigned video remixes: Friday, February 27 
In-class work studio: Monday, March 2 
Rough draft workshop: Wednesday, March 4 
Remixes and artist statements due: Monday, March 16 
 
Remixes and artist statements will be due by the beginning of class in our shared Google Drive folder. 
Acceptable formats: .mov, .mp4, or .m4v (remix) and .doc, .docx, or .pdf (statement). Please clearly 
label each piece, including your last name, in the file name. 
 
 
PRELIMINARIES 
 

• Your PSA remix should be 2–3 minutes long, including title page and credits for all 
audio and video sources. 

• You are required to use clips from a minimum of 3 found videos. The number and 
length of clips will be up to you; as you watch and re-watch other remixes online, think 
about how authors negotiate the length and transitions between clips.  

• You have the option of using a found audio track to tie your PSA remix together. 
• The written companion to your remix, your artist statement, should be approximately 

500 words and discuss your composing process, driving concept, and intentions for 
this remix. 

 
 
TOOLS & RESOURCES 
 
In order to do this project, you will need access to a computer with either iMovie, Windows 
Movie Maker, or Adobe Premiere Pro. Depending on whether it’s a Mac or PC, the computer 
that you already own should have a version of iMovie or Windows Movie Maker; however, if 
that is not the case—or if you would like to use Adobe Premiere Pro—any of the campus 
computer labs will have machines with at least one of these pieces of software. 
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Our in-class work studio will not be a tutorial class; you should come in on Monday, March 2, 
with some working knowledge of how to use your video editing software. I have posted links 
on our resources page to tutorials, as well as other links to audio and video resources. A major 
process requirement of this project is that you come to see Google as the expansive resource 
that it is, learning how to search for tips and tutorials when you’re stuck, when something 
doesn’t go right, or when you want to learn how to do something new. 
 
 
EVALUATION 
 
Your PSA video remix is worth a provisional grade of 10 points. Exceptional remixes (8–10 
points) will deliver a coherent and provocative message about your public issue—one that you 
have not yet conveyed in previous projects. Exceptional remixes will make powerful use of 
audio-visual source material, mashing up clips in an effective and thoughtful manner. Artist 
statements will be clear and concise, well written, and free of grammatical errors and typos. In 
conjunction with the remix, they will reflect a composing process in which the author has 
given serious thought to his or her interventions in found media and the resulting message 
about his or her public issue. 
 


